
An interpretation is a secondary extract such as a book, 
webpage or magazine article. It is written later, after the 
event, usually by a historian who is attempting to portray or 
make meaning of the past using sources from the period as 
evidence of what happened. Interpretations should be 
treated differently from sources and not as evidence of the 
past. They are views!

People can have different views on an issue. It is perfectly possible 
for two historians writing about the same issue to reach completely 
different or opposing views, even if they have had access to the 
same evidence (sources). 

In this question you will be provided with two different views (interpretations) on an issue. You will be 
asked to summarise the main difference between the views then to simply support your answer 
with a bit of detail from each of the two interpretations.
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The key to scoring highly in this question is 
being able to identify and stress the overall 
difference in the two views provided!

Can you summarise
the main difference
between these two 

views?
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This table shows 
some of the ways 
you could support 
your answer.



The main difference is that Interpretation 1 

focuses on the fun and positive aspects of the

Hitler Youth by mentioning hiking, sports and 

music. However, Interpretation 2 focuses on more 

negative, less attractive activities which made the 

Hitler Youth unpopular as it was preparing 

young people for war

The answer identifies the main 
difference between the views…

…then supports this by direct reference to the 
detail in the interpretation that tells us this.

Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give 
different views about the attitudes of young 
people towards the Hitler Youth movement. 
What is the main difference between these 
views? Explain your answer, using details from 
both interpretations.

You do not need to demonstrate any 
knowledge of the topic to answer this 
question! It is testing your skills as a 
historian to analyse interpretations.
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